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Tropical Products Out, British Cotton In:
Trade in the Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69

Atsushi Ota*

This paper discusses the trade structure in the Dutch Outer Islands ports, in which
the Dutch checked the volume and value of traded items in order to levy customs
duty and created trade statistics in the Indonesian Archipelago outside Java and 
Madura.  Although these ports do not include those in independent ports such as
those in Aceh and Bali, the statistics contain precious information on the entire
imports and exports of each port.  Analyzing this set of statistics, this paper argues
that the Dutch Outer Islands ports continued to export China-bound (partly South-
east Asia-bound) tropical products, such as pepper, forest products, and other kinds
of local products, as well as colonial products such as coffee.  On the other hand,
these ports imported increasing amounts of British cotton goods after the Anglo-
Dutch tariff arrangement in the 1840s.  In this way the existing China-oriented trade
and the new colonial trade, linked to Western capitalism, interacted and combined
with each other.  This transborder network beyond the Dutch sphere of influence
was a source of the strength that the regions around these ports maintained, in the
form of a steady development of trade.

Keywords: trade structure, Dutch Outer Islands, China-oriented trade,
non-colonial products

Introduction

There is a consensus among scholars that Southeast Asian trade grew greatly in the 
period around 1760–1850, that is, before modern trade expansion began.  Many scholars
identify the China factor as a driving force in this trade growth, associating it with increas-
ing junk trade and Chinese migration (Reid 1997b; Trocki 1997; Wang and Ng 2004;
Tagliacozzo and Chang 2011).  Indeed, Anthony Reid and Leonard Blussé coined the term 
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“the Chinese century,” to emphasize the crucial importance of the China factor in 
 eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Southeast Asia.  They share the notion that Chinese 
trade and migration increased after the successive loosening of the Qing maritime ban
in the years 1683–1754.  While Reid does not comment on the course of trade after 1850,
Blussé suggests that Chinese trade started to interact with Western imperialism after
the establishment of Singapore in 1819 (Blussé 1999, 128; Reid 2004, 23–32).  However,
it is not clear how Chinese trade interacted with Western imperialism after 1819, and
what sort of trade structure was created as a result.  Consequently, it is not clear how 
the Chinese century ended.

In relation to this fact, scholarly views on the role of China-oriented trade in 
 nineteenth-century Southeast Asia remain divided.  “China-oriented trade” refers to
trade in China-bound commodities, which were hardly related to modern industry and
were collected, cultivated, or transported not only by Chinese but also by Southeast
Asians.  Typical commodities in this type of trade consisted of marine products such as
sea cucumber and tortoiseshell, forest products such as rattan and camphor, and other 
products such as pepper, tin, and birds’ nests.  On the one hand, a number of scholars 
have recently emphasized the continuity of the China-oriented trade into the nineteenth
century and beyond.  Eric Tagliacozzo and the authors in his edited volume have dem-
onstrated this position (Tagliacozzo 2004; Tagliacozzo and Chang 2011).  On the other
hand, there is a view that assumes that the trade structure was transformed fundamen-
tally in the nineteenth century, and that the China-oriented trade was of little quantitative
importance.  This view is strongly held by specialists in the western part of the Malay-
Indonesian Archipelago, where the launch of full-scale colonial rule was more marked
than in other areas with the establishment of British Singapore in 1819 and the start of 
the Cultivation System in Dutch Java in 1830, events that caused the trade in products
for the Western market to skyrocket (Elson [1992] 1999, 133).  Thomas Lindblad notes
that the export of natural products from Sumatra, Kalimantan, and some other islands to
China was “minor” in the nineteenth century (Lindblad 2002, 101).

These differences derive in part from the gap in source materials.  While the export
of colonial products—mass-produced agricultural products and fossil materials for mass
consumption in modern industry and the modern lifestyle, such as sugar, crude oil, and 
coffee—was well recorded, non-colonial China-bound exports were rarely included in 
statistics.  Reid and other scholars have made enormous efforts to collect precious but
fragmental quantitative information on the exports of several non-colonial products.  
However, nobody has yet presented a set of statistical data that show the geographic
composition of imports and exports, as well as the composition of colonial and non-
colonial products.
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This paper aims to discuss the statistics of a relatively small part of nineteenth-
century Southeast Asian trade: the trade in the Dutch Outer Islands ports during the
period 1846–69.  The Dutch Outer Islands ports are taken here as the ports (not territo-
ries) in which the Dutch checked the volume and value of traded items to levy customs
duty and created trade statistics in the Indonesian Archipelago outside Java and Madura.
These ports, indicated in Fig. 1, do not include those in strong, trade-rich independent
states such as Aceh, nor do they include important ports in North Sumatra, Bali, and 
Lombok.  The trade in the Dutch Outer Islands ports thus constituted only a part of the
trade conducted in the areas later called, in a very Java-centric way, the “Outer Islands”—
Sumatra, Dutch Kalimantan, Sulawesi, the Lesser Sunda Islands, the Maluku Islands,

Fig. 1 Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69

Notes: 1.  The ports of Singkel, Baros, Sibolga, Natal, Airbangis, Priaman, Padang, and Benkulen are put
together as “West Sumatra” in the original data from 1846 to 1865.  After 1866 Benkulen
becomes an independent category, while the other ports remain in “West Sumatra.”

2.  Muara Kompeh is put together with Palembang in the original data from 1846 to 1847, while
the latter becomes an independent category after 1848.

3.  The original data of 1846–59 put Amboina, Ternate, Banda, and Gorontalo together as “the
Maluku Islands.”  The first three ports appear as independent categories in the original data,
while Gorontalo disappears after 1860.

4.  Telok Butong (Lampung), Benkulen, and Tanjung Pandan (Belitung) appear as independent
categories in the original data only after 1866.

5.  Banjarmasin includes information on nearby Sambit in the original data for several years.
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and their neighboring islands.
Nevertheless, analysis of the trade in these ports is important because this set of 

trade statistics, systematically created in these ports, contains comprehensive informa-
tion on the entire imports and exports that Dutch officials recorded in each port, includ-
ing rarely recorded marine and forest products bound for China and parts of Southeast
Asia.  With this data we can discuss the structure of trade in these ports spread over the
coasts of Sumatra, Riau, Bangka, Belitung, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Timor, and the Maluku 
Islands.  Previous studies have tended to focus on a particular kind of colonial or non-
colonial export, emphasizing the link with the export destinations of the discussed prod-
uct, without discussing much about imports.  The trade statistics of the Dutch Outer 
Islands ports, by contrast, include information on both exports and imports.  The statis-
tics also reveal that these ports exported various kinds of products, both colonial and
non-colonial, respectively bound for the West and China (and Southeast Asia).  With this 
data set it is also possible to quantitatively compare the scale of trade of these ports with 
the trade in Java ports, as the statistics were made in a standardized format in the Dutch-
controlled regions.  These features make it possible for us to gain a better picture of the
trade conducted in this part of the archipelago.

The trade statistics for the Dutch Outer Islands ports in the years 1846–69 that are
used in this paper, created at the Department of Finance in Batavia (Batavia Departement 
van Financien), have never been fully utilized in previous studies.  The most basic pub-
lication series of statistics in colonial Indonesia, Changing Economy in Indonesia (Korthals 
Altes 1991), has the Outer Islands statistics only after 1874.  In addition, these Outer
Islands statistics show only total exports and imports in goods, gold coins, and silver 
coins; they do not show any details about the trade in particular products and ports.  By
contrast, the original data referred to in this study contain much richer information about
the trade per product in each port.  By analyzing this series of data, this study reveals
the composition of trade commodities in each port and their geographical differences in
various ports.

The period 1846–69 has been chosen because the oldest records in a standardized
format were created during these years.  After this period the format was significantly
changed, so that it is impossible to know certain important information such as the
original places of import and final export destinations.  Around 1870 the export of colonial 
products, such as tobacco in North Sumatra, rapidly increased; therefore, this data set
will show interesting features of the trade in the insufficiently studied decades.   Howard
W. Dick has argued that a large part of the Indonesian Archipelago was part of Southeast
Asia—without being fully integrated into the Dutch East Indies—before the 1870s, when 
the colonial economy started to penetrate it (Dick 1990; 1993).  This paper will examine
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Dick’s argument by discussing the data collected some two decades before 1870.
Through these discussions, this paper argues that China-bound non-colonial exports

continued to develop in pace with the expanding trade in colonial products, while West-
ern textiles came to occupy an increasingly large part of the imports in the Dutch Outer
Islands ports.  In this way China-oriented trade interacted with Western capitalism, and
a new trade structure, which combined the existing export pattern and new Western 
factors, emerged in the nineteenth century.

Formation of China-Oriented Trade Structure

Although Sino-Southeast Asian trade had been flourishing since ancient times, scholars
agree that it grew strongly after the mid-eighteenth century.  The trade growth was 
closely related to changes in Chinese society.  First, China needed more staple food, as
a result of the remarkable expansion in its population.1)  As the Qing government 
attempted to import rice from Southeast Asia by liberalizing trade policy, Chinese junks
transported increasing amounts of rice from Ayutthaya (later Bangkok) and Saigon from
the early eighteenth century, and also from Manila, Bali, and Lombok after the early 
nineteenth century (Viraphol 1977, 70–120, 140–159; Cushman [1993] 2000, 65–95; Reid 
1997a, 11–14; 2004, 22–24; Blussé 1999, 121–128; Sutherland 2000, 472).

Moreover, people in economically advanced areas such as the mid- and downstream 
Yangzi regions increasingly demanded Southeast Asian products such as tin, pepper, 
birds’ nests, and marine and forest products (Rowe 1998, 179).  Tin was used for tea
containers and for burning imitation paper notes during rituals, while rattan was used for
a variety of purposes, including furniture making.  The demand for these products can
be related to the growing “consumer society,” and the consumption of Southeast Asian
exotic primary products must have been a sort of “Middle class luxury,” as Kenneth 
Pomeranz has suggested.  It was also in the eighteenth century that royal cuisine spread 
among a wider strata of people.  The boom in commercialized eating places might have 
stimulated the consumption of Southeast Asian ingredients (McNeill 1994, 325–326; 
Pomeranz 2000, 114, 142, 151, 158).  Trade in sea cucumber started only in the late 
seventeenth century, and it expanded into a business of considerable scale in the mid-
eighteenth century (Sutherland 2000).  Edible products such as shark’s fin, birds’ nests,
and sea cucumber were still high-priced, but the availability of a wide range of goods with 

1) According to James Lee, the population of China increased from about 150 million in 1700 to 400
million in 1850 (Lee 1982: 294–295).
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different prices exported from various ports in Southeast Asia (Milburn [1813] 1999,
Vol. 2, 388–433) indicates that people from various strata consumed them.  Changing
lifestyles in the economically advanced areas of China impacted the pattern of Sino-
Southeast Asian trade.

It was the migration of Chinese workers that enabled the significant increase in the
Southeast Asian production of certain China-bound products, such as tin and pepper, as 
well as gold and gambier, which were also partly circulated in Southeast Asia, during the
eighteenth century.  Chinese miners, who had developed copper and silver in Yunnan
for domestic coinage, further extended their activities beyond the borders into regions 
having similar resources in the northern hills of present-day Burma, Laos, and Vietnam
by the mid-eighteenth century.  After the mid-eighteenth century, tin mines in Bangka
and Kelantan, Perak, and later Selangor on the Malay Peninsula became sites of system-
atic exploitation after the large-scale migration of Chinese (mainly Hakka) miners, often
at the request of local rulers.  Teochew and Hakka migrants also exploited gold mines in
West Kalimantan after the mid-eighteenth century.  Miners organized their joint enter-
prises called kongsi, which often became quite independent from local states (Trocki
1997, 88–94; Blussé 1999, 123; Reid 2004, 24–25; 2011, 24–30).  Chinese migrants began 
pepper cultivation on a large scale in Brunei, Riau, Terengganu, Phuket, and Chantaburi
(southeast corner of Siam) in the mid- to late eighteenth century, although it was 
Acehnese growers who expanded pepper production much more dramatically after the
1790s.2)  Gambier, an astringent obtained from the gum of a Sumatran shrub, was another 
product cultivated on a large scale by Chinese workers in Riau in the late eighteenth
century, and later also in Singapore.  Chinese sugar production increased in Siam in the
early nineteenth century, stimulated by the immigration of Teochew cultivators from the 
Swatow region, especially in Nakhonchaisi in the Southeast (Reid 1997b, 72–75; 2004,
26–28; Trocki 1997, 88–90; Bulbeck et al. 1998, 118).

Apart from miners and agricultural laborers, an increasing number of Chinese 
 traders sailed from the Fujian and Guangdong coasts for Southeast Asian seas in the 
eighteenth century.  Following the loosening of the Qing maritime bans, junks set sail to
various places in Southeast Asia, such as North and Central Vietnam, Saigon, Hatien, 
Bangkok, Melaka and other ports on the Malay Peninsula, Bagansiapiapi and other ports
in Sumatra, Riau-Lingga, Brunei and other ports in Kalimantan, Makassar, Sulu, Manila, 
and Penang, although by 1840 their main destination was Singapore.  Chinese junks based 
in Bangkok and Saigon also joined the trade between Southeast Asian ports and south

2) Aceh’s exports rapidly increased to peak at 9,000 tons in 1824, and US ships provided the pepper
for China, the United States, and Europe (Bulbeck et al. 1998: 87–91).
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China.  Products from Chinese-run mines and agricultural gardens were almost exclu-
sively loaded on Chinese junks.  Chinese traders also transported marine, forest, and
other tropical products from various Southeast Asian ports to the south China coast, in
return for porcelain, silk, ironware, and various other Chinese household items.  They
preferred a “free port” outside the Dutch sphere of influence for this trade, because they
disliked Dutch customs and interventions, and more importantly because the commodi-
ties they needed were not much available in Dutch ports as the Dutch were not interested 
in those kinds of products (Reid 1997b, 62–67; 2004, 22–28; Blussé 1999, 121–127;
Tagliacozzo 2004, 40–43).

In response to the arrival of an increasing number of Chinese junks, Southeast Asian 
traders brought marine and forest products—which were in demand in China—from their 
producing regions to various transit ports in Southeast Asia (Tagliacozzo 2011, 434–437).  
Among the various groups of Southeast Asian traders, Malays, Iranun, and especially 
Bugis played an important role in collecting marine and forest products.  After the VOC-
Makassar war in the 1660s, Bugis had migrated to scattered places in the Malay- 
Indonesian Archipelago and created their settlements throughout insular Southeast
Asia, such as the east and west coasts of Kalimantan, the Malay Peninsula, and the Riau-
Lingga Islands (Andaya 1995).  Making use of their extended networks between these
settlements and their homeland in South Sulawesi, they transported marine and forest
products to transit ports throughout insular Southeast Asia from Junk Ceylon to Sulu
(Lewis 1970, 115–116; Sutherland 2000, 452–459).  Bugis and other Southeast Asian 
traders also redistributed Chinese, Indian, and Western products as well as Southeast 
Asian products, such as gambier, a material for betel chewing, and die materials including 
wax for textile production, for local consumption to various places in Southeast Asia.

Another factor that stimulated Sino-Southeast Asian trade was British country trad-
ers coming from India.3)  They also collected products that were in demand in China and
brought them to Canton (Guangzhou), the only port in Qing China that was open to 
Western traders, in order to facilitate the British tea trade there (Reid 1997b, 61; Milburn 
[1813] 1999, Vol. 2, 388–433).  As European traders competed fiercely in the booming
tea trade between south China and northwest Europe, it became important for them to
obtain commodities in Asia that were in demand in China, because they did not have 
attractive trade items from their home countries apart from precious silver.  Country
traders visiting a number of ports throughout insular Southeast Asia played an important

3) Country traders were private Asia-based traders who conducted business in Asia, mainly between
India, Southeast Asia, and China, under license from the British government in India.  Although
their vessels bore the British flag, they were crewed predominantly by Indians with a few European
officers.
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role in collecting items that were in demand in China, in return for opium, cotton and
cotton cloth, gunpowder, and arms.  Opium was especially in demand among Chinese
laborers in mines and agricultural gardens (Trocki 2011, 85, 89).  According to trade 
statistics in Canton, tin and pepper always accounted for a constant share of the country
traders’ imports to Canton, although their main Asian commodities were Indian cotton
and opium (Pritchard 1936, 174–180, 401–402; Ota 2006, 117–123).  In Southeast Asia,
marine and forest products were also important components of country traders’ business, 
although the trade amount is not clear (Lewis 1970, 117–120; Trocki 1979, 8–17; Warren
1981, 38–66; Vos 1993, 121–126; Tagliacozzo 2004, 37–40).

The development of Sino-Southeast Asian trade also meant a reorganization of 
the Southeast Asian economy.  Many places became producing regions to support the
growing consumption in China.  Growing Chinese demand for Southeast Asian tropical
products as well as new trade items such as Indian opium and Western armaments trans-
formed the age-old Sino-Southeast Asian trade in the mid-eighteenth century.

Qualification of Data

The following sections discuss the trade structure in the Dutch Outer Islands ports in
the years 1846–69, examining the trade statistics created in these ports (Batavia 
 Departement van Financien 1851–70).4)  The discussion starts with an examination of 
the coverage and nature of this data set, by comparing it with other statistical sources.

Table 1 indicates the exports from the Indonesian Archipelago outside Java in 
selected years from 1846 to 1869.  Row (a) shows the data created in Java on imports
from the areas W. L. Korthals Altes called “the Outer Islands” to Java and Madura
(Korthals Altes 1991).  In fact, this category consists of Sumatra, Dutch Kalimantan, 
Sulawesi, Bali, the Maluku Islands, and others (not specified).  Apparently this category
includes Bali, which was not a part of Dutch Outer Islands ports, and it is likely that it
includes independent states in North Sumatra including Aceh, because there was little
reason for Dutch customs officers in Java to have turned away ships from these states.
Row (d) shows data created in Dutch Outer Islands ports on the exports from these ports
to Java and Madura.  At first sight rows (a) and (d) seem to indicate almost the same trade 
between almost identical islands, but the exports indicated in row (d) are much smaller 

4) As Table 1 shows, the statistical sources of the Dutch Outer Islands ports use the terms “import” 
and “export” for trade with Java and Madura, as if they were foreign countries.  As this usage of 
these terms probably reflects contemporary people’s perceptions, this paper indicates the trade 
between these regions as import and export.
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than those shown in row (a).  This means that a large number of ships from these islands 
bound for Java and Madura did not go through official checks in their departing ports.
Ships from Aceh, Bali, and other independent states certainly came without any Dutch
checks.  The data set used for row (d) thus covers only a small part of the trade.  In fact,
if we compare the data in rows (a) and (d), this data set is likely to have covered about
30–40 percent of the actual trade between the above-mentioned islands and Java and
Madura.  We will return to this point later when we discuss the composition of trade.

Row (b) of Table 1 indicates data created in Singapore on imports from Sumatra, 
Borneo, Bali, Riau, Lombok, and Sulawesi.  These figures were obtained by converting 
the original data in Spanish dollars to Dutch guilders at the rate of 1 Spanish dollar to 2.55 
Dutch guilders (Cowan 1950, 21).  The figures in row (d) are relatively close to those in
row (e), the data created in the Dutch Outer Islands ports on the exports from these ports 
to the Straits Settlements.  However, this fact casts doubt on the accuracy of the figures
in row (b).  There are several reasons to assume that the actual imports from the indicated 

Table 1 Exports from Various Parts of the Indonesian Archipelago, 1846–69 (Dutch Guilders)

1846 1850 1859 1869

(a) Imports from Sumatra, Dutch Kalimantan,
Sulawesi, Bali, the Maluku Islands, and
others to Java and Madura (based on Java 
statistics)*

9,115,000 9,386,000 17,148,000 15,895,000

(b) Imports from Sumatra, entire Borneo,
Bali, Riau, Lombok, and Sulawesi to
Singapore (based on Singapore statis-
tics)**

4,420,744 3,243,465 5,107,290 6,686,776

(c) Total 13,535,744 12,629,465 22,255,290 22,581,776

Exports from Dutch Outer Islands ports 
(based on Dutch Outer Islands statis-
tics)***

(d) To Java and Madura 2,639,657 3,004,989 4,271,764 7,183,841
(e) To the Straits Settlements 2,447,840 4,027,831 3,268,511 6,423,310
(f) To Europe and the United States 238,138 369,295 4,635,894 9,218,161
(g) To India and West Asia 143,406 47,806 68,604 14,677
(h) To China 336,355 619,663 616,749 544,899
(i) To Siam 0 20,157 265,711 0
(j) To Manila 0 0 25,228 294,492
(k) To other places 0 1,547 12,495 59,420
(l) Total 5,805,396 8,091,288 13,164,956 23,738,800

(m) Total exports from Java† 60,799,000 61,635,000 113,502,000 118,308,000

Sources and notes:
* Korthals Altes (1991: 82–84).
** Wong (1960: 221–223, 228–230).  Riau, Bali, Lombok, and Sumbawa are included in Java in the statistics 

after 1845.
*** Batavia Departement van Financien (1851–70).
† Korthals Altes (1991: 62–64).
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islands to Singapore were larger than shown here.  Rows (d) and (e) show that almost 
the same amounts were exported from the Dutch Outer Islands ports to Java and Madura 
on the one hand and to the Straits Settlements on the other.  It is unlikely that in the
Dutch Outer Islands ports, ships bound for either the Straits Settlements or Java and
Madura were subjected to greater official checks than other ships; therefore, Singapore
perhaps imported almost the same amounts as Java did as shown in row (a).  Aceh must
have exported a larger amount of items to Singapore than to Java, considering its stron-
ger trade relationship with Singapore than with Java, although it sold its largest export
commodity, pepper, mostly to US ships.  These observations seem to suggest that the
trade indicated in row (b) was not accurately recorded for some reason in the free port
of Singapore, where no customs duty was levied.  We should assume that the actual trade
between the islands in row (b) and Singapore was greater than indicated here, and the
trade that went through official checks in Dutch Outer Islands ports (row [e]) was only
a part of it.

Importantly, total exports from the Dutch Outer Islands ports (row [l]) grew more 
sharply than the exports indicated in Java and Singapore statistics (rows [a] and [b]).  This
suggests that the growing figures in row (l) mean not only a trade increase but also a
strengthening of Dutch control on trade.  In another words, as the Dutch checked more
and more departing ships, trade figures appear to be growing more sharply than they 
actually were.  Thus, caution must be taken to qualify the meaning of the trade increase
indicated in the data set, although it is still possible to assume that trade did increase,
considering the steady increase in the figures that appear in Java and Singapore statistics 
(rows [a] and [b]).

In spite of these qualifications, this data set is useful for understanding the nature
of trade in regard to trade amounts in different ports, the diversity of traded commodities, 
export destinations, and original places of import.  As mentioned before, the original
information of this data set does not seem to be strongly biased with respect to the char-
acterization of trade by geographical and commodity composition, apart from the lack of 
information on smuggling, a problem for any official trade records.  If there is any bias in 
this data set, it may have underestimated China-bound non-colonial products, because
Dutch officers were hardly interested in such products.  It is very important that this data 
set includes the above-mentioned information, such as trade amounts in different ports
and diverse trade commodities.  Using this information, the following sections will focus
on breakouts of trade in terms of factors such as trade items and export destinations
rather than the trend of trade growth, which cannot be analyzed precisely for the above-
mentioned reason.
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Export Commodities in Outer Islands Ports

Fig. 2 and Table 2 show major export commodities in each of the Dutch Outer Islands
ports.  Scales of trade were very different among these ports.  West Sumatra (mostly 
Padang), the largest exporter, occupied 31.8 percent of the total in 1869, followed by 
Makassar (19.3 percent), Riau (11 percent), and Belitung (8.6 percent).  In the west of 
Makassar, trade gradually became concentrated in larger ports such as Padang, Riau, 
Palembang, Belitung, and Banjarmasin.  In the eastern part, Menado became an important 
port largely because of coffee exports, while ports in the Maluku Islands and Timor were
left out of the lucrative trade in the other areas.

As Table 3 shows, it is possible to organize the export commodities roughly into 
two categories: (1) products for Western countries (Europe and the United States), and
(2) products for China (partly for Southeast Asia).  The latter category can be further
divided into (a) Chinese products and (b) local products, although there are not a few
exceptions, as explained below.  Products for Western countries were produced on a 

Fig. 2 Exports from the Dutch Outer Islands Ports in 1846 and 1869

Source: Table 2.
Note: Places without data for 1846 indicate information on 1869 only.
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Table 2 Exports from the Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69 (Dutch Guilders)

West Sumatra Benkulen Lampung Jambi

1846 1850 1859 1869 1869 1869 1850 1869

Coffee 1,190,783 2,380,450 4,067,803 5,710,706 – 10,660 – –
Cacao – – – – – – – –
Tobacco 74,162 102,399 15,516 3,599 12,235 – 110 –
Pepper 27,723 80,148 183,139 68,017 5,005 42,291 – 1
Gambier 19,445 35,997 15,702 19,704 – – – 165
Gold 9,404 285,317 38,423 2,220 600 – – –
Tin – 610 – – – – – –
Marine products 12,386 – 3,634 11,604 420 45 128 –
Forest products 590,868 200,762 473,924 870,418 170,699 10,301 39,471 194,352
Others 818,925 1,047,798 315,879 709,212 127,309 153,423 566 6,879

Total 2,743,696 4,133,481 5,114,020 7,395,480 316,268 216,720 40,275 201,397

Palembang Bangka

1846 1850 1859 1869 1846 1850 1859 1869

Coffee 3,469 – 16,906 98,592 – – – –
Cacao – – – 3 – – – –
Tobacco 8,664 8,457 37,439 94,847 – – – 2,340
Pepper – 7,489 1,472 – – – – –
Gambier 16,834 7,262 30,942 52,204 – – – –
Gold 38,644 16,840 20,430 – – – – –
Tin – – – 3 28,089 21,285 – –
Marine products – 2,384 300 5,328 3,383 10,900 180 –
Forest products 143,550 114,538 316,250 468,972 13,162 2,096 8,748 16,892
Others 115,800 200,357 439,114 843,912 8,945 54,094 18,683 127,772

Total 326,961 357,327 862,853 1,563,861 53,579 88,375 27,611 147,004

Belitung Riau Sambas

1869 1846 1850 1859 1869 1850 1859 1869

Coffee – 150 1,400 – 175 187 – –
Cacao – – – – – – – –
Tobacco 284 5,584 4,628 320 – 17,516 270 698
Pepper – 193,806 174,295 375,887 616,119 – – –
Gambier – 346,035 370,303 792,031 1,796,110 270 – 50
Gold – – – – – 290,700 32,750 20,114
Tin 1,912,148 – – – – – – –
Marine products 40,962 12,250 900 – 600 6,567 – –
Forest products 15,648 33,896 60,542 76,502 52,389 5,186 153,100 40,416
Others 31,050 94,669 127,741 359,026 96,109 96,761 5,965 27,370

Total 2,000,092 686,390 739,809 1,603,766 2,561,502 417,187 192,085 88,648
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Table 2-Continued 

Pontianak Banjarmasin

1846 1859 1869 1846 1850 1859 1869

Coffee – – – – – – 489
Cacao – – – – – – –
Tobacco 38,893 2,880 240 – 4,169 18,168 6,485
Pepper – – – – – 3,664 –
Gambier – – – 25,120 1,250 31,187 294
Gold 777,320 50,769 2,800 5,000 – – –
Tin – – – – – – –
Marine products 17,200 – – – – – –
Forest products 291,250 139,586 152,369 10,837 4,402 9,322 736,969
Others 112,985 318,334 441,455 364,341 261,760 281,971 743,896

Total 1,237,648 511,569 596,864 405,298 271,581 344,312 1,488,133

Makassar Menado

1846 1850 1859 1869 1846 1850 1859 1869

Coffee 12,411 141,576 1,291,146 1,538,861 – – 120 1,410,737
Cacao – – – – 45,940 48,060 105,680 162,600
Tobacco 30,716 34,777 32,141 76,101 – – – –
Pepper – – – 120 – – 132 –
Gambier 21,327 12,650 20,976 33,310 – 750 1,460 500
Gold – – 5,700 1,071 – 16,000 21,755 26,550
Tin – – 200 – – – – –
Marine products 131,592 658,456 636,069 807,457 4,209 27,700 62,125 35,950
Forest products 47,843 331,547 688,259 808,449 1,383 7,000 59,600 15,050
Others 152,480 452,249 863,986 1,236,870 13,768 5,220 34,808 65,556

Total 396,369 1,631,255 3,538,477 4,502,239 65,300 104,730 285,680 1,716,943

Maluku Amboina Banda Ternate

1846 1850 1859 1869 1869 1869

Coffee 1,090 735 2,675 20,375 29,700 –
Cacao – – 42,648 25,620 – 12,600
Tobacco 555 7,121 6,430 4,200 – 360
Pepper – – – – – –
Gambier 1,126 – 13,198 – – 1,060
Gold – – 11,355 – – 1,352
Tin – – – – – –
Marine products 34,730 26,088 24,800 600 1,230 17,900
Forest products 14,814 13,699 21,644 1,708 1,723 16,913
Others 81,859 70,477 97,685 – 236,002 42,578

Total 134,174 118,120 220,435 52,503 268,655 92,763



A. OTA512

large scale under the supervision of the colonial government or Western (mostly Dutch)
private enterprises.  Coffee cultivation in West Sumatra was a typical example of products 
promoted by the government, although coffee gardens were also opened on local initia-
tives in North and Central Sulawesi (the Minahasa and Toraja regions).  Cacao and tobacco 

Table 2-Continued 

Timor Kupang

1846 1850 1859 1869

Coffee – – – –
Cacao – – – –
Tobacco – 275 – –
Pepper – – – –
Gambier – – – –
Gold – – – –
Tin – – – –
Marine products – 605 715 300
Forest products 123,210 52,383 137,071 53,756
Others 8,654 3,516 61,559 39,784

Total 131,864 56,779 199,345 93,840

Source: Batavia Departement van Financien (1851–70).
Notes: 1. Muara Kompeh has been included in Palembang in all the years examined.

2. In the original data of 1846–48, statistics from Sambas and Pontianak are put together.  Sambas has
been included in Pontianak in these years.  These places appear as independent categories in the
original data after 1848, while the data of 1850 do not include information on Pontianak.

Table 3 Exports from the Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69 (Dutch Guilders)

Category 1846 1850 1859 1869

(1) Products for
Western
countries

Coffee 1,207,903 19.5% 2,524,348 31.7% 5,378,650 41.7% 8,820,295 37.9%
Cacao 45,940 0.7% 48,060 0.6% 148,328 1.1% 200,823 0.9%
Tobacco 158,574 2.6% 179,452 2.3% 113,164 0.9% 201,389 0.9%
Tin from Belitung 1,912,148 8.2%
Gambier from Riau 346,035 5.6% 370,303 4.7% 792,031 6.1% 1,796,110 7.7%
Total 1,758,452 28.4% 3,122,163 39.2% 6,432,173 49.9% 12,930,765 55.5%

(2a) Chinese 
products

Pepper 221,529 3.6% 261,932 3.3% 564,294 4.4% 731,553 3.1%
Gambier (not from Riau) 83,852 1.4% 58,179 0.7% 113,465 0.9% 107,287 0.5%
Gold 830,368 13.4% 608,857 7.6% 181,182 1.4% 54,707 0.2%
Tin (not from Belitung) 28,089 0.5% 21,895 0.3% 200 0.0% 3 0.0%
Total 1,163,838 18.8% 950,863 11.9% 859,141 6.7% 893,550 3.8%

(2b) Local prod-
ucts

Marine products 215,750 3.5% 733,728 9.2% 727,823 5.6% 922,396 4.0%
Forest products 1,270,813 20.6% 831,626 10.4% 2,084,006 16.2% 3,627,024 15.6%
Others 1,772,426 28.7% 2,320,539 29.2% 2,797,010 21.7% 4,929,177 21.2%
Total 3,258,989 52.7% 3,885,893 48.8% 5,608,839 43.5% 9,478,597 40.7%

Total 6,181,279 100.0% 7,958,919 100.0% 12,900,153 100.0% 23,302,912 100.0%

Source: Batavia Departement van Financien (1851–70).
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cultivation also started in Western-funded plantations in several places, although the
volume of production remained small during the period under study (Table 2).  Chinese
products were produced by Chinese labor, often in the kongsi style: for example, pepper 
and gambier in Riau, gold in West Kalimantan (upstream of Pontianak), and tin in Bangka.  
Meanwhile, a variety of products collected by Southeast Asians without farming, cultiva-
tion, and capital investment fall into the category of local products.  These were largely
marine and forest products exported mainly to China and parts of Southeast Asia.  The 
“others” in the local products (Table 3) are those difficult to categorize.  They include
items such as leather and elephant tusks, for example, all collected in a similar manner.
Not all the export destinations are clear in this group of products, but there is little doubt
that they were not for industrial use, and that almost all of them were consumed in China
and Southeast Asia.

Western impacts were important for export growth in only a few areas.  Padang in
West Sumatra was the largest coffee-exporting port throughout the period under study.
The Dutch colonial government introduced coffee cultivation in the West Sumatran high-
lands, in order to stabilize local society after the end of the anti-Dutch Padri War (1821–
37).  Coffee production developed rapidly until around 1870 (Dobbin 1983, 235–236).
Another example is tin from Belitung.  The region exported a large amount of tin after
1860, when the Billiton Company financed by Dutch entrepreneurs started operations
(Lindblad 2002, 95).  For this reason, tin from Belitung has been placed in the category
of “products for Western countries” in Table 3.

However, apart from coffee and some other cash crops, the major traded commodi-
ties in the period under study show a strong continuity from earlier periods.  As Table 2
shows, they were pepper, gambier, tin, and above all marine and forest products.  They
were almost identical to the commodities actively exported during the Chinese century
from many places in Southeast Asia to China, as discussed in the earlier section.

The continuity of export commodities, however, does not mean that ports continued 
to export these products in the same manner as they had done during the earlier period.
On the contrary, in most places, new Western impacts and existing local and Chinese
factors were inevitably intertwined.

Makassar, the second-largest port, was a typical case of such intertwined develop-
ments.  The most important factor behind the prosperous trade in Makassar was the
Dutch decision to make it a free port, which led to increasing visits from non-Dutch ships, 
foreign and local, and the growth of trade with China and Singapore (Poelinggomang 1993,
66–68; Lindblad 2002, 90).  The largest export item from Makassar after the 1850s was
coffee.  In the Toraja highlands local people had cultivated coffee for a long time, but 
production increased remarkably in the mid-nineteenth century, when the Bugis opened
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inland commercial routes (Yamashita 1988, 54–55).  On the other hand, more than half 
of the Makassar exports were marine and forest products, even after the 1850s, when
coffee production increased.  In fact, Makassar was by far the most important (re)export
center for marine products throughout the period under study (Fig. 2 and Table 2).  No
one has studied the collecting and trading system of marine products in Makassar in the
mid-nineteenth century, but it is very possible that the eighteenth-century local network, 
which Heather Sutherland has discussed, kept functioning to collect almost identical 
products, such as sea cucumber and tortoiseshell, from the nearby waters well into the
nineteenth century (Sutherland 2000; 2011).

The increase in pepper and gambier production in Riau was a combined result of 
Chinese and Western impacts.  The production in Chinese-run gardens increased espe-
cially after the 1820s, when Singapore developed as a center for export and consumption.  
Gambier had been consumed in south China and Southeast Asia for betel chewing, but
after the 1830s it largely went to European markets for their dyeing and tanning indus-
tries, although Chinese laborers continuously cultivated it (Elson [1992] 1999, 135; 
 Turnbull 2009, 63).  This is why gambier from Riau has been categorized with “products
for Western countries” in Table 3.

Forest products and the “others” in local products were the most common com-
modities exported from almost all the Dutch Outer Islands ports (Table 2).  In West
Kalimantan, larger-scale collection of rattan and other forest products started around 
1860, as Chinese and coastal Malay traders were involved in this business.  They organ-
ized inland Dayak collectors in a more commercialized way (Somers Heidhues 2003).
Similar developments took place in Southeast Kalimantan, although trade information
from this area is not included in the data set under study (Knapen 2001).

Total exports from all the Dutch Outer Islands ports appear to have become 3.8 
times larger in the data set under study during the period 1846–69 (Table 3).  The largest 
growth took place in coffee.  However, it is remarkable that the exports of local products
also steadily increased.  Their share in total exports shrank, but their values increased
almost three times.  The share of Chinese products shrank substantially, but in absolute
terms the value of exports declined only slightly.  The upshot was that the total value of 
China-bound (partly Southeast Asia-bound) local and Chinese products was still greater
than exports to Western markets until 1859.  In 1869, around the year coffee production
reached its peak in West Sumatra (Dobbin 1983, 236), products for China and Southeast
Asian markets still accounted for around 45 percent of exports, while the rest went to 
Europe and the United States.  Exports to China and Southeast Asia may have been
greater than indicated in Table 3, considering the possible bias of the data set mentioned
before.  Non-colonial exports from the Dutch Outer Islands ports were still much smaller
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than the total exports from Java (Table 1, row [m]), which consisted mostly of colonial
products.  However, considering the fact that the statistics created for the Dutch Outer
Islands ports covered only a part (30–40 percent, as mentioned before) of the exports 
from Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, and other islands of the Indonesian Archipelago,
the actual export of non-colonial products from these islands would have been 2.5 to 3.3
times larger than indicated in Table 3.  Exports of China-bound local products were
therefore substantial and not really “minor,” as noted by Lindblad (2002).

Export Destinations

Although Dutch colonial officers always lamented that large quantities of commodities
from the Outer Islands were brought not to Batavia but to Singapore, Lindblad suggests
that the importance of Java as a trade partner of the Outer Islands must also be fairly
assessed.  Examining the trade volume in these two principal colonial ports, Lindblad 
argues that the trade between the Outer Islands and Java in fact steadily grew, although
the former were more strongly linked to the trade rhythm in Singapore (Lindblad 1989).

Fig. 3 and Table 4 show where each of the Dutch Outer Islands ports exported their
products.  The total figures at the bottom of Table 4 (“All Total”) indicate that the Outer
Islands ports were connected to both the Straits Settlements (mostly Singapore) and 
Java, almost equally in volume.  This fact supports Lindblad’s argument.

If we focus on individual ports, however, the difference in major export destinations 
of each port is very large (Fig. 3 and Table 4).  In principle, ports relatively close to
 Singapore, such as Riau, Sambas, and Pontianak, exported more to Singapore, although
they still exported a certain portion to Java.  Ports that had easier access to Java than to
Singapore, such as Benkulen, Lampung, and Banjarmasin, were much more strongly 
connected to Java.

The strong connection to the Netherlands is noticeable only in West Sumatra.  Its
ports (mostly Padang) exported a large proportion of coffee to the Netherlands only after 
the early 1850s.  Until then more than half of their commodities (mostly coffee) were
sent to Singapore.  The sudden drop in Singapore’s share, replaced by the Netherlands,
was apparently a result of the Dutch policy aimed at exporting as much coffee as possible
to the home country.

What is also remarkable is that most of the Dutch Outer Islands ports did not have 
strong ties with China in the period under study.  Junk traffic between the south China
coast and the Indonesian Archipelago was active until around 1820 (Crawfurd 1820, Vol. 3, 
180–185).  Chinese traders were still actively operating in these waters, but they were
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now connecting the archipelago ports with Singapore.  This is discussed later.  Although
Makassar is geographically closer to Java, its trade was more strongly connected to
Singapore and other places.  There is little doubt that this was a result of the aforemen-
tioned Dutch free port policy in Makassar.  China reemerged as an important trade 
partner of Makassar by 1850, while trade ties with European countries also became
stronger after the 1850s.  Makassar prospered as an international transit port under the
Dutch free-port policy, which was a resurgence with a similar trade pattern in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, as discussed by Sutherland (Sutherland 2000; 2011).

An interesting connection is the one between Menado and Siam and Manila (Table
4).  The interregional trade in Menado should be studied further.

In this way, all of the Dutch Outer Islands ports had multiple export destinations.
Although the Batavian government attempted to integrate the trade into its Java-centered
network, these ports maintained their links with regions outside the Dutch sphere of 
influence.  Maintaining multiple destinations must have helped the regions around the
Dutch Outer Islands ports strengthen their ability to respond to changing market situa-

Fig. 3 Export Destinations from the Dutch Outer Islands Ports in 1846 and 1869

Source: Table 3.
Note: Places without data for 1846 indicate information on 1869 only.
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Table 4 Export Destinations of Products from Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69 (Dutch Guilders)

Destinations
West Sumatra Benkulen Lampung Jambi

1846 1850 1859 1869 1869 1869 1850 1869

Straits Settlements 1,299,854 2,890,781 301,800 685,399 3,791 19,723 183,909
Java and Madura 892,760 1,496,954 1,015,007 558,194 154,975 229,729 6,938
Europe and US 236,678 369,295 4,052,538 6,286,092
India and West Asia 143,406 47,716 63,194 14,677
China 30,752
Siam
Manila
Others

Total 2,572,698 4,804,746 5,463,291 7,544,362 154,975 233,520 26,661 183,909

Palembang Bangka

1846 1850 1859 1869 1846 1850 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 5,366 9,071 593,730 45,815 69,736 92,202 259,854
Java and Madura 378,355 181,439 585,463 943,688 63,683 74,320 116,415 125,980
Europe and US
India and West Asia
China 58,093 11,622 9,940 6,228 27,101 1,150 5,000
Siam 20,157 2,641
Manila 30,552
Others 1,547

Total 441,814 223,836 598,044 1,543,646 136,599 145,206 213,617 416,386

Belitung Riau Sambas

1869 1846 1850 1859 1869 1850 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 170,647 419,919 350,583 761,985 2,433,690 239,950 177,430 82,051
Java and Madura 1,995,815 919,259 746,966 65,263 18,380 20,630
Europe and US
India and West Asia
China 2,999
Siam
Manila
Others 1,275 6,455

Total 2,169,461 419,919 350,583 1,682,519 3,180,656 305,213 195,810 109,136

Pontianak Banjarmasin

1846 1859 1869 1846 1850 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 625,835 445,223 517,209 3,735 198,029
Java and Madura 303,430 63,540 132,139 502,297 444,502 579,222 1,231,640
Europe and US
India and West Asia
China 196,730 13,366 65
Siam
Manila 3243
Others 33,710

Total 1,125,995 508,763 683,058 519,398 444,567 582,465 1,429,669
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Table 4-Continued

Makassar Menado

1846 1850 1859 1869 1846 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 47,316 378,651 1,484,151 1,220,054
Java and Madura 309,356 492,010 826,273 879,444 40,399 27,465
Europe and US 583,356 1,506,728 1,425,341
India and West Asia
China 41,065 606,826 571,057 535,672
Siam 263,070
Manila 239,790
Others

Total 397,737 1,477,487 3,464,837 4,141,898 40,399 290,535 1,665,131

Maluku Amboina Banda Ternate

1846 1850 1859 1869 1869 1869

Straits Settlements 74,947
Java and Madura 71,713 191,040 39,039 30,460 79,400 17,004
Europe and US
India and West Asia
China
Siam
Manila 21,985 24,150
Others 11,220 19,255

Total 71,713 191,040 72,244 30,460 154,347 60,409

Timor Kupang

1846 1850 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 5,720
Java and Madura 77,664 52,523 148,205 54,781
Europe and US 1,460
India and West Asia 90 5,410
China
Siam
Manila
Others

Total 79,124 52,613 159,335 54,781

All Total

1846 1850 1859 1869

Straits Settlements 2,447,840 42.2% 3,958,495 49.3% 3,268,511 25.3% 6,419,519 27.5%
Java and Madura 2,639,657 45.5% 3,004,989 37.5% 4,310,803 33.3% 6,816,141 29.2%
Europe and US 238,138 4.1% 369,295 4.6% 4,635,894 35.8% 9,218,161 39.4%
India and West Asia 143,406 2.5% 47,806 0.6% 68,604 0.5% 14,677 0.1%
China 336,355 5.8% 619,663 7.7% 616,749 4.8% 544,899 2.3%
Siam – 20,157 0.3% 2,641 0.0% –
Manila – – 25,228 0.2% 294,492 1.3%
Others – 1,547 0.0% 12,495 0.1% 59,420 0.3%
Total 5,805,396 100.0% 8,021,952 100.0% 12,940,925 100.0% 23,367,309 100.0%
Source: Batavia Departement van Financien (1851–70).
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tions.  The data suggest that local and Chinese workers flexibly changed and expanded
their production to the most promising products.  The regions around the Dutch Outer
Islands ports were thus not subjugated to the Dutch colonial economy; they expanded
their transborder network not only to Singapore, but also via Makassar to non-Dutch 
Western countries, China, Manila, and other Southeast Asian regions.  Going back to
Dick’s argument, “All Total” of Table 4 (at the bottom) shows that the connection with
Java was weakening, with its share among export destinations reducing from more than
45 percent to less than 30 percent.  This supports Dick’s argument that a large part of 
the Indonesian Archipelago was not fully integrated into the Dutch East Indies.  However, 
his contention that the Outer Islands were connected less strongly with Java than with
other parts of Southeast Asia may be overstated.  The share of the Straits Settlements 
as a destination from the Dutch Outer Islands ports also reduced, as exports to Europe
and the United States grew rapidly, largely because of coffee production in West Sumatra
and North and Central Sulawesi.  The Dutch Outer Islands ports were developing multi-
directional links with the Straits Settlements, Java, other parts of Southeast Asia, Europe, 
and the United States.

Imported Items

Fig. 4 and Table 5 indicate major imports into the Dutch Outer Islands ports.  It should
be noted that “European textiles” and “other European products,” whose imports had
been negligible until the eighteenth century, became by far the most import commodity
in the nineteenth century.  This was a common trend in all the Outer Islands ports, 
without any significant regional difference.  Atsushi Kobayashi’s paper in this focus 
explains that the largest European item reexported from Singapore to other parts of 
Southeast Asia was British cotton goods.  Kobayashi argues that the rapid expansion of 
the British cotton trade was a result of the tariff arrangements between British and Dutch
colonial authorities in the 1840s.  The import of Indian textiles was shrinking every year
as cheaper British cotton goods flooded in, while that of Indian opium became more 
important.  This was a result of the British policy in Bengal, where the colonizer domi-
nated and promoted opium production.  Household items, including all kinds of daily-use
items such as porcelain, ironware, and tobacco, were imported mostly from China and 
partly from Manila and Siam.  These items were popular among not only Chinese immi-
grants but also local people.

Changes in the import commodities from the earlier period are thus remarkable, in
contrast to the fact that almost identical items were continuously exported.  In the earlier 
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periods Chinese household items were probably the most important commodities in the
Sino-Southeast Asian trade, while textiles from India and other parts of Southeast Asia 
were also in strong demand throughout the Indonesian Archipelago (Milburn [1813] 1999,
Vol. 2, 388–433).  During the period under study, however, local people were increasingly 
consuming cheaper British cotton goods.

As Kobayashi explains in this focus, British cotton goods were distributed from 
Singapore to other parts of Southeast Asia.  In other words, cheap British cotton goods
were powerful commodities that played an important role in the rise of Singapore into
by far the most important hub in insular Southeast Asia, including the Dutch Outer Islands 
ports.  The rise of Singapore marked a new era, as such a strong center had not existed
before.  Through the consumption of British cotton goods, local people around the Dutch
Outer Islands ports experienced the shifting politico-economic structure of the Malay-

Fig. 4 Imports into the Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69 (1,000 Dutch Guilders)

Source: Table 5.

Table 5 Imports into Dutch Outer Islands Ports, 1846–69 (Dutch Guilders)

1846 1850 1859 1869

European textiles 2,444,070 3,552,116 4,937,666 7,890,959
Other European products 938,370 1,923,033 2,602,872 3,798,573
Indian textiles 648,617 173,831 49,907 93,610
Indian opium 669,185 599,029 850,383 1,395,368
Other Indian products 254,040 294,847 265,859 184,735
Household items 991,347 1,065,595 1,259,372 2,392,448
Others 6,377 900 1,094 813

Total 5,952,006 7,609,351 9,967,153 15,756,506

Source: Batavia Departement van Financien (1851–70).
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Indonesian Archipelago.  Nevertheless, large parts of the Dutch Outer Islands ports were 
producing existing types of commodities destined for the China market, in return for 
British cotton goods.

Traders

In terms of traders, the existing structure largely continued from earlier periods but some
modern factors also played an important role.  The Bugis were the main players in the
early Singapore trade with the Indonesian Archipelago, extending their networks on a
scale larger than ever before to Sumbawa, Bali, Lombok, Flores, Timor, New Guinea,
and Borneo (Tagliacozzo 2004, 31).  After the 1830s, Chinese based in Singapore joined
their initiative.  Among them, those who obtained Western sailing ships became impor-
tant players (Wong 1960, 74–84; Reid 1993, 28–29).  In other words, newly emerged
merchants in Singapore took a leading position, making use of new, if not the newest, 
technology.  However, the Bugis who commanded pinisi—traditional sailing ships in the
eastern part of the Indonesian Archipelago—continued to play an important role, espe-
cially between Surabaya and the eastern part of the archipelago.  These Chinese and
Bugis traders carried products for the Chinese and Southeast Asian markets to Singapore 
and major ports in Java, and in return redistributed various imported items, among them
British cotton goods, from these ports to various places in the archipelago, as Kobayashi
mentions.

Dutch companies also participated in inter-island shipping.  The Dutch Trading 
Company (Nederlandsche Handel-Maatschappij), established in 1824 and strongly sup-
ported by the government, opened regular inter-island routes, but its business met fierce 
competition from cheap Asian shipping businesses.  After 1870, the Dutch East Indies 
Steamboat Company (Nederlandsch-Indië Stoomvaart Maatschappij), founded in 1842, 
provided cheap rates thanks to government subsidies and gradually controlled the inter-
island shipping market.  In the 1890s, the Royal Shipping Company (Koninklijke Paket-
vaart Maatschappij), founded in 1888, established control over inter-island shipping, 
stabilizing the business with privileges such as a monopoly over the transport of mail and
official goods and personnel.  However, it is worth noting that in the following depression 
period, cheaper traditional Bugis shipping recovered and rapidly increased in Makassar
after 1916 and in Surabaya after 1926 (Dick 1975, 74–77; Poelinggomang 1993, 66–69;
Lindblad 2002, 88–92, 99).  These long rivalries would not have developed unless Bugis
and other Asian shipping remained dominant in the period under study.
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Conclusion

At the beginning of this paper, two views on the relative importance of China-oriented
trade in nineteenth-century Southeast Asia were mentioned.  Some scholars who claim
the importance of this type of trade tend to emphasize the continuity from the previous
periods, especially the eighteenth century.  Others do not evaluate this type of trade as
important, seemingly assuming that the rise of Singapore and the increase in the produc-
tion of colonial products marked a fundamental transformation in economic structure,
especially in the western part of the Indonesian Archipelago.

This paper is a compromise between these two views.  Trade statistics on the Dutch 
Outer Islands ports that have been examined in this paper reveal that these ports con-
tinued to export China-bound (partly Southeast Asia-bound) products, such as pepper,
forest products, and other kinds of local products.  At the same time, the production of 
coffee in West Sumatra and tin in Belitung developed on the Dutch initiative.  In many
cases, however, exports grew due to a combination of Chinese and local initiatives and
Western impacts.  This was typical in the case of marine product collection in Makassar
and pepper and gambier cultivation in Riau.  In addition, the most common feature was
that the Dutch Outer Islands ports—even though they were exporting China-bound 
products—imported increasing amounts of British cotton goods.

As a result of these developments, a new trade structure emerged in the period 
under study.  It was to bring tropical products out to China and Southeast Asia in the
existing manner, and to bring in British cotton goods in a new manner that became notice-
able after the Anglo-Dutch tariff arrangement came to be stabilized in the 1840s.  In this
way the existing China-oriented trade and the new colonial trade, linked to Western 
capitalism, interacted and combined with each other.  The establishment of this combined 
trade pattern was an important factor for promoting an active trade in the nineteenth 
century, in addition to well-recognized benefits of Western impacts, such as the develop-
ment of physical, social, and economic infrastructures—including port facilities and mod-
ern legal and financial systems in major ports—and government and private investments.

The data set in this study also reveals that the Dutch Outer Islands ports exported
marine and forest products and other kinds of China-bound local products in almost the
same volumes as colonial products in the 1850s and 1860s, when exports of the latter 
grew remarkably (Table 3).  Their exports were still smaller than the exports from Java,
which consisted mostly of colonial products (Table 1), but the volume of China-bound
local products was not insignificant.

Importantly, although the ports examined in this paper substantially lost their tra-
ditional direct links with south China, they established strong links with Singapore, while 
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Makassar reestablished its age-old ties with China, and to a lesser degree with Manila
and other Southeast Asian regions.  This is how the Dutch Outer Islands ports were as
strongly tied with other parts of Southeast Asia as with the Java-centered colonial econ-
omy.  Going back to the issue of when the Chinese century ended, if we focus only on 
Chinese trade and migration (and production by Chinese migrants), as previous studies
have, the Chinese century seems to have faded away in the mid-eighteenth century.
However, if we focus on the structure of China-oriented trade, the production and trade
pattern of China-bound products continued well into the late 1860s, in a reorganized
network more concentrated in Singapore and to a much lesser degree in Makassar.  This
transborder network beyond the Dutch sphere of influence was a source of the strength
that the regions around these ports maintained, in the form of a steady development of 
trade.  Western capitalism and colonialism provided Bugis, Chinese, and other Asian 
traders with opportunities for trading British cotton goods for China-bound products.  
They took advantage of these opportunities and expanded their activities on a scale larger 
than ever before.  As a result of such interactions, trade steadily developed during the
period under study.
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